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Site Name: Doris Mine - NM0060 - CERCLIS ID#: N/A
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DISCUSSION:

The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) conducted a site assessment on July 1, 2009 at the Doris Mine site.
The mine operated as a wet mine. In the early 1990’s, the mine site was reclaimed by sealmg declines, removing debris and
regarding waste rock in order to promote proper drainage. Based on these reclamation activities, the New Mexico Energy
Minerals and Natural Resources Department, Mine and Minerals Division (MMD) released the mine site from further
requirements under the New Mexico Mining Act NMMA) in 1995.

NMED observed that the site has a fenced open decline within a collapsing subsidence crater and a second unfenced and
caved shaft one quarter of a mile south of the decline. Several waste material piles are scattered around the site and a

'| maximum gamma radiation reading of 823 counts per second was measured. An archaeological site, marked by piles of
rock and pottery shards, is located in the middle of the mine site. An erosional protection berm has been constructed
parallel to highway 605 along most of the site perimeter. NMED anticipates that the fence will collapse as the crater
continues to enlarge. Since MMD has released the mine site from further reclamation under NMMA in 1995, the physical
hazards may go unaddressed. There are several residences noted within one mile of the mine site. One livestock well is
located less than one mile from the mine site with a total uranium concentration of 52.8 ug/l. The land surface and mineral
rights are privately held.

In October 2011, EPA conducted an aerial radiological survey in the Poison Canyon area of the Ambrosia Lake sub-district
by using the Airborne Spectral Photometric Environmental Collection Technology (ASPECT). The Doris Mine was
included in the ASPECT survey. The gamma radiation readings at the Doris Mine site were only slightly statistically
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greater than background readings in the area.

Although physical hazards due exist, EPA recommends that the Doris Mme should be considered a low priority under
CERCLA due to low gamma radiation readings.
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